P..?aga%§§t user

L00Z Yydiep 1 anss|

f.r‘

PUM excluswe S

Chicago Bite_s} - Thls month:

& { -Naked Vobes
-Podcamp

Podcasting g the

in Germany oSt from

Plus podcast & Juice

hardware reviews b | - Flash Players

y[helHollywood

A guy. ﬁtrscooter. A :jrezh.

h< ‘
M www.p:::!castusermagazine.cnm



http://feeds.feedburner.com/podcastusermag

2 - www.podcastusermagazine.com - March 2007

ABOUT PODCAST USER MAGAZINE

Each month, our dedicated contributors will Editorial . ...................... page 3
review a range of hardware and software to

i youto thg g t_)uying CIElEE. L Wi" News ............. .. ... ...... Page 4

also review a wide variety of podcasts, bring-

ing you diversity and entertainment from both .

mainstream and niche. ReV|eW ROU|ette ................ Page 6
Advice and help Global Voices-Canada.......... Page 11

Podcast User Magazine staff have years of .

combined experience. So, if you have any Rode USB Microphone ........... Page 14

problems or would like any information, just

email us at the address below. We're here to FlashPlayer................... Page 16

help.

help@podcastusermagazine.com Mark Hunter talks to Tim Coyne . . . . . Page 18

s ~ ChicagoBites . ................. Page 21

Inside The Podcasters Studio with Page 24
Jesse Thorn of Young America . . . ..

Mark: MyWords . ............... Page 26

Citizen Scoop talks to Christopher Page 27
Pennof Podcamp ...............

Lance Anderson looks at the podcast Page 30
sceneinGermany ...............

Vobes GetsNaked . .............. Page 33

Rowland Cutler - Me and My Juice .. Page 35

\ / Set Yourself Free with Gary Dring ... Page 39

SUBMISSIONS Talking Voices . . . ............... Page 40

We are always looking for great new talent. So
if you have a topic that you would like to write Calling All Podcasters
about, please email us at the address below.

We would be glad to hear from you.
submissions@podcastusermagazine.com

COMMENTS

If you have a comment, criticism or even
praise for what we do please don’t hesitate
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regarding podcasting. Any opinions on any
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contributors in their podcasts are theirs alone

and do not repect the editorial opinion of the
magazine.
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The ‘strapline’ for Podcast User Magazine is ‘for dis-
cerning listeners and productive podcasters’, and we
think that the articles included in this, Issue 14, continue
to reach both of these audiences. Thanks for your con-
tinuing support as we try to meet our goals.

But what about the audience that hasn’t been reached
yet T speciycally, the audience that still needs to hear

about your favorite podcast, whether it's one that you

listen to or one that you produce?

Here's where we can all help each other. Make it your
goal this month to show one new listener how to hear a
podcast. Find a show that will catch that person’s inter-
est and that has a player embedded on its website, and
then show that new listener how, with one click, that
podcast can be heard.

Talk with a colleague at work, or a neighbour, or a fam-
ily member about a favourite show of yours, and then
take the time to demonstrate how easy it is to hear it,
too.

If you're a podcaster, put a player on your site — per-
haps even the one that Colin Meeks writes about in this
issue — and tell your listeners how easy it now is for
them to show others how to listen to your podcast. Talk
about other shows you love, because chances are that
your listeners will love them, too, and will appreciate
your recommendations.

Sharing makes the community strong. Sharing the
pleasure of a show you enjoy with someone you know
strengthens not only your own community but also the
larger one of podcast listeners and producers.

Is there any better recommendation than hearing a
friend say, “You've got to listen to this!”?

Linda Mills
Co-Founder and Editorial Manager,
Podcast User Magazine


http://tartanpodcast.com
http://www.threefromleith.com
http://www.indielaunchpad.com
http://www.theflashing12.com
http://www.podcastpaul.com
http://calmcast.blogspot.com
http://www.foursevens.com/simulacrum/
http://slamidol.tripod.com
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DER PODCASTER

Published on the last weekend of the month DER PODCASTER

presents current reviews, innovations and events both in it's

home country of Germany but also internationally. Produced as

a PDF in German by Christian Grau and Thorsten Anders. http://www.der-podcaster.net

PS3 Podcast - 1st March

g‘:’q thepodcastnetwork
The Podcast Network is launching a .

weekly PS3 podcast featuring .
Interviews, game reviews and news The Playstatlo n 3 Show

roundup. PS3.THEPODCASTNETWORK.COM

http://ps3.thepodcastnetwork.com/

Next Podcamp
d March 16-18 at E Uni it
podca @@nnm e s oy Ve

815 Houston Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30322
http://podcamp.pbwiki.com

Free Education

Jimmy Ruska has put together a site of collective links to Universitey pod and webcasts from Berke-
ley to Utah state. http://www.jimmyr.com/blog/Online_Education_Free_201_2006.php

WinJounnal

Mariner software have developed the ‘WinJounnal 1.0’
presently in beta. Designed as an all-round feature

rich package for Blogging and/or Podcasting. You are
invited to test out the product and give feedback.
http://www.marinersoftware.com/sitepage.php?page=115.
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Keep the Home Feeds Burning

The Podcast Nation
directory is an entirely
L
~ pain-free podcast experience.

plus top ten listings.

ze to add new podcasts
nd all content guaranteed
100% UK produced.
Don't get us wrong;

we LOVE

the rest of the world

and all the fabulous
podcasts in it.

But somebody has to

e home feeds burning,
and that is ...

Finding interesting new podcasts to listen to is hard work. We in the Review Roulette team risk pun-
ishing our ears every month by choosing podcasts completely at random from Podcast Alley and
Podcast Pickle, and then forcing ourselves to listen to them, whether we like them or not! It can cer-
tainly take its toll on the Roulette reviewer, so we are constantly looking to strengthen our ranks. This
month we are joined by a new team member, and if you want an experienced podcast reviewer, who
better than podcastfanatic.com’s very own Bernadette?

This month’s podcasts were reviewed by: The ratings given are the average of the
Bernadette from podcastfanatic.com scores given by our team of reviewers.
Grant Mason All marks out of 5.

Linda Mills Edited by Simon Toon.

Marilyn Madsen
Simon Toon


http://www.podcastnation.co.uk
http://podcastnation.co.uk/search/new.php
http://podcastnation.co.uk/search/top_rated.php
http://podcastnation.co.uk/search/add.php?cat=
http://podcastnation.co.uk/
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Nashville Rock Radio

http://nashvillerock.net/NRRadio/tabid/199/Default.aspx

Apparently I'm not the only person in the world
who believes (or believed until recently) that the
only style of music to come out of Nashville is
country. Nashville Rock Radio, hosted by Josh
Jackson, aims to dispel that myth.

The music content of this show ranges from
roots to pop rock to thrash metal and most things
in between. Shows that feature such a range of
genres suffer from the reality that most people
aren’t fans of such a wide assortment of music.
For example, if | never hear another thrash metal
song between now and my death, hopefully 40
or 50 years away, | will be perfectly content. Of
course there’s always the fast forward button
and the show does feature some genuinely great
non-metal music, but specialist episodes featur-
ing a single genre might draw more listeners. On
the plus side, each half-hour episode is jammed
full of songs with only a smattering of show-re-
lated chat in between sets.

Josh is a musician and displays the kind of en-
thusiasm for the music he showcases that only
other musicians can muster. In addition, he’s
been living and working in the Nashville music
scene for nearly 20 years so he’s able to share
interesting facts and gossip about the artists
he plays. Some of his between-song patter is a
bit too much like the FM radio DJs I've stopped
listening to since podcasting came along, but the
overall feel is professional and passionate, and
the sound quality is very good.

The show is new to podcasting although the
Nashville Rock website has been operating for
yve years as an online community containing
reviews, band news, and musicians’ blogs. This
makes my one major gripe sound a bit odd in
that it's the website that lets this show down. The
site fails quite spectacularly to facilitate the proc-
ess of ynding out more about the artists played
on the show. There are playlists for each episode

but they look awkward and contain no contact
information or links to the websites I'm sure most
of the artists have. The site could make it much
easier for interested listeners to connect directly
with the artists played on the show like many
other music podcasts already do.

This podcast rates a podcastfanatic rating of: will

listen again; maybe not religiously to every epi-
sode.

by Bernadette

/Marilyn Madsen: Great if you live in the )
Nashville area. A little too much like a regu-
lar radio broadcast for my taste.

Grant Mason: Good site, with clear and
obvious links which play when you click on
them. Good show notes listing the bands
played, though my slight niggle here is that
there are very few actual clickable links
from the notes to the actual bands’ sites,
which does the bands a bit of a disservice
as it doesn’t make it easy for listeners to
click through to get to them. Production-
wise, the vocals occasionally had some
distortion on them which grated slightly, but

not too often.
\_ J
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Duck! and Gather: a podcast from Peter Savich
http://petersavich.com/Duck/Podcast/podcast.php

As the author explains on the webpage supplied
here, this podcast is a companion to his blog:
“Basically, | got lazy about typing in my blog en-
tries, and a good friend of mine encouraged me
to continue it using the podcasting medium.”

This is a true audio blog. It's highly personal

and idiosyncratic, and it’s clear that the author is
rarely at a loss for words. There’s no editing, no
attempt at improving the sound quality, and no
sense that once it's recorded, it's ever listened to
by the person who produced it. At the very least,
the ‘good friend’ should have warned about hold-
ing the mic too close, watching out for explosive
consonants, and not trying to talk when doing
strenuous work. Subscription information is rudi-
mentary, at best, and the author relies on podcast
directories to provide information about previous
podcasts.

Full of contradictions and pronouncements and
theorizing, this audio blog is probably best ap-
preciated by those who know the blogger and
follow his work. For the uninitiated, though, his
arguments may be harder to grasp. For this
reviewer, the contradictions and lack of attention
to detail overshadowed any interest in wanting

to learn more from the podcast. For example,

at one point in a discussion of the conspiracy
theories surrounding the collapse of the World
Trade Towers, the podcaster criticizes an ofycialis
inability to use English correctly but in the very
same podcast makes his own errors in grammar,
undermining the argument about how a native
speaker should know how to use language. Such
are the dangers of opinionated commentary.

As an audio blog, this podcast also relies heavily
on prior knowledge and collective understanding.
Allusions to previously mentioned references and
topics abound, and it may be difycult for the new
listener to catch up with the rest of the audience.
However, it is not clear if this podcast has been
continued past episode 117, which was produced
in late January 2007. From the website it appears
as if the focus has shifted to a forum, where the
discussion continues.

by Linda Mills

(Grant Mason: No player on his page and R

no podcast listing either. Sigh. When | went,
as directed, to listen on his Podcast Pickle
page, he turns out to have encoded his
shows incorrectly so he came out sounding
like a chipmunk on the player and the ‘listen
heref links there. Depated and having lost
interest, | decided | couldn’t be bothered
wasting my time subscribing to listen if he
couldn’t be bothered putting in the effort to
get (a) a decent podcast site or (b) encode
his shows properly.

Bernadette: | have a recurring nightmare
about getting stuck at a dinner party next to
a bloke like this. His narcissistic, rambling,
buzz-world ylled discussion topics are either
hackneyed standards along the ‘money is
the root of all evil’ line or poorly presented
arguments to support his dull theories on
health, human personality and September
11, 2001. As far as production goes he
could, for a start, turn off his mobile phone
while recording and buy a pop ylter.

Marilyn Madsen: One man’s random ram-
blings with no particular point or cohesive-

ness. I'll totally take a pass on this one.
- J

Conten
Produc



100 Word Stories Podcast

100 Word Stories podcast
http://podcasting.isfullofcrap.com

Laurence Simon is a man whose obsessive-com-
pulsive nature forces him to write, record and
publish 100-word stories for all the world to enjoy
or ridicule. Occasionally he’s joined by other
hosts to help him combine brevity with wit. In ad-
dition he posts a weekly challenge, with a topic to
allow the listeners to come up with and submit a
100-word story of their own.

It's a marvellous idea for a show - it's short, funny
and the storytellers are the perfect narrators for
their own work. It makes an ideal daily diversion
for the two to two-and-a-half minutes each show
lasts, during which time the storytellers often act
out the roles (reminding me of childhood times in
front of Jackanory on TV), with suitable soundbed
music and effects, which adds that extra layer of
enjoyment and professionalism to their endeav-
ours. Marvel at the amazing adventures of Abe
Lincoln, wince at tales of toothache, make friends
with Mr Thimble and witness monsters with Nes-
sie!

Thereis a deynite knack to getting a good story
down in such a short space of time and with such
a limited wordcount, and it's a skill that the story-
tellers have mastered with aplomb. It's not easy
- I've tried! | was so inspired that my 21-year-
long writer’s block is in danger of being cleared,
though the additional challenge of 100 words
makes the going tough. Perhaps I'll get there
eventually and work up the courage to submit. If
| do, then Mr Simon deserves a knighthood for
services to Masonkind!

In his own words though, | really should ‘keep it
brief’, so it's on with the review. I'll start with the
website, which is clean, clear and has a very
obvious feed link - though in keeping with cur-
rent drives to make podcasts more accessible, I'd
love to see a player on the page so that listeners
can hear the show without downloading it yrst.
Moving to the production quality, Laurence is re-
ally on the button with his recording techniques
and levels, and there’s nothing to quibble about
here. The background music is always well be-
hind the vocals, leaving them clean and perfectly
audible.
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Short, amusing tales you can threaten to read to your kids at bedtime if they misbehave.

So - here’s my own little 100-word closer, just to
keep in with the vibe of the show. Pity I'm no-
where near as good as Laurence and his guests.
Please subscribe and enjoy - they deserve your
support (and possibly your contributions!).

“I've never owned a laptop before now, so I've
no idea whether or not a warm bottom is normal.
Not my bottom, you understand; the laptop’s bot-
tom. It's warming my knees in a quite alarming
manner and they’re starting to get moist as | put
together my podcast review. Perhaps it’s the sul-
try voice of Laurence that's getting my knees all
hot and bothered as it oozes from the speakers
above each patella. He has that effect, you know.
With a silver tongue and his little bag of words,
he gets us there in exactly 100 steps; no more,
no less.”

Text by Grant Mason
~

(Marilyn Madsen: Interesting concept. Quirky
and very concise stories often leaving the lis-
tener wanting more. Due to the short duration
of each podcast this is not one to which one
should listen to whilst driving on the freeway.
Too much repeated button pushing required
for safety this reviewer found out. Best to lis-
ten and enjoy at home or on the train....

Bernadette: This podcast is wonderfully crea-
tive & unpredictable. The Wacky Adventures
of Abraham Lincoln stories are the icing on
what is an already delicious cake.

. J
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Technopriest

The Ramblings of a Technologically Enabled Raman Catholic Priest

Technopriest
www.technopriest.org

Gather up your books of prayer and your audio
players. Spend a while with Father Bill for a pod-
cast of worship, podsafe music and technology.

Coming to you from the parishes of Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi and the Blessed Trinity in Calhoun
County, Illinois, Father Bill Kessler produces

a weekly podcast entitled: Technopriest: The
Ramblings of a Technologically Enabled Roman
Catholic Priest.

This podcast was inspired by the one of Fr. Bill's
parishioners who asked if he could record and
share the homily which he prepares each week
for his congregation. A homily being a “sermon
intended to edify a congregation on a particu-
lar matter and not intended to be a theological
discourse”. This suggestion was taken seriously
and thus the creation of “Technopriest”. Fr. Bill
records his homilies “live” as he is preaching
them and later incorporates them into the show.
With a lesson to be learned from each reading,
they give one fodder for repection and contem-
plation. Initially just the homily was posted but
now this podcast has a consistent format. Each
episode includes an audio opening followed by
an update of what is happening in the parishes
and the life of their priest. The main body of the
show is a thematically relevant track of podsafe
music and then the homily. Fr. Kessler has a
good ear for inspirational music and this reviewer
was soon checking out the artists that he had
chosen to play. The show then carries on with
discussions of technology and a “You've Got
Mail” segment that closes the cast where listen-
er’'s e-mails are read out.

When recording his “live” homilies, Father Bill
experiments with different audio setups and mi-
crophones which creates a variance in the sound
quality. He is very open about this and warns the
listener when things may not be at an optimum.

The Technopriest website is very straightforward
and easy to use. The RSS feed link is promi-
nently displayed. The lack of a show archive was

a disappointment. It would have been nice to go
back and listen to some early shows as Father
Bill has been producing podcasts since 2005.
The 100th show was posted while this review
was being composed. Technopriest is also a
member of the Star Quest Podcast Network,

an afyliation network that produces fithe best in
Catholic Podcasting”.

Not sure what to expect when the roulette wheel
served up this podcast, | must say that | found
Technopriest, with its weekly lesson and well cho-
sen music, a welcome respite in a busy life.

by Marilyn Madsen

(Bernadette: Being as objective as possible
given that I'm a lapsed Catholic | thought
this would have been much better if he’'d
either stuck to playing his weekly homily
followed by a deconstruction or doing the
“Catholic Priest as human who watches su-
perbowl!” routine. Doing both in the limited
time available made the show seem rushed
and superycial to me.

Grant Mason: Technopriest at least had

a decent podcast site with short and con-
cise show notes and an obvious feed link.
Yet again, however, immediate accessibil-
ity was hampered by the lack of a player

on the page. If you want people to quickly
check you out without having to go through
the hassle of subscribing to ynd out of the
show’s worth sticking with, get a player. It
also makes a quick review easier for the
reviewer!! Good production, though I'm a bit
fed up hearing the synthetic voice announc-
\ing podcasts by now as everyone does it!




